
How To File
Taxes as an 
Uber Partner

Being your own boss has its advantages. If you’re 

making the jump from employee to owner, like many 

Uber Partners, your tax situation will also likely change. 

This handbook includes information and tips to help you 

understand how this impacts what’s required of you at 

tax time. QuickBooks Self-Employed and TurboTax 

Self-Employed work to maximize your self-employed 

deductions at tax time and track expenses all year so 

you can keep more of the money you earn.
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Disclaimer

This booklet is intended solely for information purposes and no Uber Partner or other third party may 
rely upon it as tax or legal advice or use it for any other purpose. The content does not provide tax 
advice to any taxpayer and does not take into account any specific taxpayer’s facts and circumstances. 
Readers are encouraged to consult with professional advisors for advice concerning specific matters 
before making any decision or taking a position on any tax return.  Intuit Canada makes no 
representations or warranties with respect to the accuracy or completeness of the contents of this 
booklet and specifically disclaims any implied warranties.  
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The Basics of Filing Self-Employment Taxes
One of the great things about the constantly evolving global market is all the new ways one can earn 
self-employment income. From side gigs to contract work and everything in between, the 
self-employment industry is more diverse than ever. And just like freelancers and independent 
contractors, Uber Partner can choose to work when you want and how much you want. 

However, unlike employees, Uber Partners have to file taxes under the self-employed category, per 
the CRA. This means that in addition to usual income tax forms, you’ll also likely be including your 
income and expenses related to being an Uber Partner.

The main tax forms used to complete your personal income tax return are the T1 General and the 
Schedule 1. As an independent contractor, you’ll also likely need to enter your Uber Partner 
information on the Form T2125, Statement of Business or Professional Activities. Form T2125, is used 
to report your income and expenses as an independent contractor.

Don’t worry if all of this sounds complicated – you’re never alone when you’re filing with TurboTax 
Self-Employed. We’ll make you have all the help you need to file your self-employment taxes quickly, 
easily, and accurately. Let’s take a look at what you should gather before starting your return with 
TurboTax Self-Employed. 



NOT AN OFFICIAL INVOICE OR TAX DOCUMENT

PARTNER NAME 

Many of the items listed below may be tax deductible. For more information, we 
recommend that you seek guidance from a quali ed tax site or service.  

FARE BREAKDOWN 

Gross Fares (Uber Service Fee included) 1

Split fare 

Tolls 

Miscellaneous 

Booking fee 

Tips 

TOTAL

CAD $XX.XX 

CAD $XX.XX 

CAD $XX.XX 

CAD $XX.XX 

CAD $XX.XX 

CAD $XX.XX 

CAD $XX.XX 

OTHER INCOME BREAKDOWN 

Miscellaneous 

Referral/Incentives 

TOTAL

CAD $XX.XX 

CAD $XX.XX 

CAD $XX.XX 

HST BREAKDOWN 

HST on transportation CAD $XX.XX 

OTHER POTENTIAL DEDUCTIONS 

Uber service fee 

On trip mileage 
CAD $XX.XX 

XXXXX km 

1 Gross fares are calculated as base + time + distance (this includes the 

Uber Service Fee).

The information in this summary does not re ect your personal tax situation and is informative only. Nothing in this summary constitutes tax advice nor an 

employment relationship between UBER and you, neither express nor implied. Please consult your local tax adviser or tax administration for your personal 

tax obligations.
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Getting Started
To complete your income tax return, you’ll need to gather information about your income, expenses, 
and mileage as an Uber Partner. 

Uber Partner Income

The total income you’ve made as an Uber Partner can be found on your Annual Tax Summary from 
Uber. Along with your income, your Annual Tax Summary also contains some of your deductible 
expenses including fees and mileage. Uber releases your Annual Tax Summary once a year in 
February for the previous year. Your Annual Tax Summary can be found in your Uber Partner profile 
by going to partners.uber.com on your computer.
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Tax Deductible Expenses

Next, you’ll want to gather all of your receipts, bills and statements that you’ll be entering which may 
be eligible as deductible expenses. Common tax deductible expenses for Uber Partners include:

• Fees
• Gas, oil, windshield washer fluid, brake fluid, antifreeze and other maintenance expenses
• Repairs and routine oil changes
• Tires (including the cost of balancing/installation)
• Lease payments
• Car washes/detailing
• Supplies such as pens/paper and water/snacks provided to your passengers
• A portion of cell phone expenses

Mileage

Lastly, you’ll need to know a couple of mileage numbers from this tax year. 

1. The total kilometers you drove as an Uber Partner. A summary of the distance you drove
with passengers can be found on your Annual Tax Summary from Uber.

2. The total kilometers you drove overall. Starting odometer reading should be from the
day you started driving with Uber.  If you got a Safety Standard Certificate to start driving
with Uber the starting odometer number can be found on this document.

Deductible expenses can help lower your tax owing, so be sure to claim all of your eligible costs.  Please refer to the 
Canadian Revenue Agency for a more comprehensive overview of deductible expenses for independent contractors.  

TurboTax Tip

Managing Expenses with QuickBooks

QuickBooks Self-Employed helps you effortlessly track expenses and automatically track mileage to 
make managing your self-employed expenses easier than ever and put more money in your pocket. 
With QuickBooks Self-Employed, you can access reports on the web or the mobile app to get expense 
and mileage summaries. 

QuickBooks Self-Employed users find $3,906 in potential tax savings per year. 
Visit QuickBooks.ca/Uber to get started and make tax time easier. 



Don't worry if you don't have them all yet, you can still get started. We'll ask you easy-to-answer questions in plain 

English and fill in all the right tax forms for you. It’s now time to start preparing your tax return with TurboTax.

TurboTax Tip

Other Basic Tax Information

In addition to your Uber Partner-related information, you’ll also need to have other basic tax 
information on hand to get your return started with TurboTax.

• Your Social Insurance Number
• Your date of birth
• Gather up your slips/T-slips, receipts, and any other tax documents pertaining to your

taxes and keep them handy.
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Preparing Your Income Tax Return
We understand that not everyone is comfortable doing their own taxes. Thankfully TurboTax
translates taxes into simple questions about your life while providing step-by-step guidance as you 
prepare your return.

For those who require a little more support, TurboTax has introduced two new products that give 
you the option to have tax experts review your return or prepare it for you completely.  
No matter how you choose to do your taxes, TurboTax provides customers with a range of options 
designed to fit your individual self-employed needs. 

To access this report from a web browser: 1. Log in to your account. 2. Click on ‘Trips’ on the right-hand side. 3. 

Click on the ‘mail’ icon on the upper right-hand side to email your reports to yourself.

To access from your mobile app: 1. Go to the top left icon on mobile. 2. Click on ‘Settings’. 3. Click on ‘Reports’. 4. 

Click on ‘Mileage Log’ and email the reports to yourself.

Tax Summary: You can export the ‘Tax Summary Report’ to easily input all your expenses on the T2125. 

All categories on the T2125 form coincide with the expense categories on QuickBooks Self-Employed.  

To access this report from a web browser:  1. Go to the ‘Reports’ tab. 2. Click on view or download ‘Tax Summary’

To access from your mobile app: 1. Go to the ‘Taxes’ tab. 2. View all tax categories

If you already use QuickBooks Self-Employed, you can access mileage and tax summary reports. 

Mileage: This report shows the business and personal kilometers you drove, including purpose, deduction 

amount and how you logged them.



Tips to Make Next Year Easier 
1. Set a reminder to check your mileage on New Year’s Day every year. Recording your

end-of-year mileage is essential to claiming vehicle expenses. If you are a new Uber Partner,
make sure to record the mileage showing on your odometer on day 1 and start tracking
mileage automatically using QuickBooks Self-Employed.

2. Be diligent about your recordkeeping. Using QuickBooks Self-Employed can help get your
books in order throughout the year by separating personal and business expenses,
automating your deductions, and more.

3. Save yourself some stress by staying ahead. Make it a habit to snap photos of your receipts with
QuickBooks Self-Employed so they are stored, organized and ready for tax season.

If you’re new to Canada or it’s your first time filing an income tax return, you may have to send your return by mail. 

TurboTax Self-Employed has you covered. Simply print out your return, sign/date where needed and remit the signed 

return to your Canada Revenue Agency tax centre.

TurboTax Tip

As an Uber Partner, you can save up to 40%** on our TurboTax Self-Employed solutions. 
No voucher code required.

To get started, visit your driver app to access your exclusive discount.

Filing Your Tax Return
Once you’ve entered all of your information into TurboTax Self-Employed, you’ll know if you have tax 
owing or are entitled to a refund. 

Generally, your return for 2019 has to be filed on or before April 30, 2020. As an independent 
contractor, your return for Tax Year 2019 has to be filed on or before June 17, 2020. However, if you 
have a balance owing for Tax Year 2019, you have to pay it on or before April 30, 2020. Please be 
sure consult with the CRA regarding tax deadline dates as they are subject to change. 

With TurboTax, it’s easy to file through NETFILE. NETFILE is an electronic tax-filing service that allows 
you to send your individual income tax return directly to the CRA. All TurboTax products are 
NETFILE certified. To learn more about NETFILE please visit www.netfile.gc.ca.
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How to Register for a GST/HST Account

There are three ways to enroll with Canada Revenue Agency (CRA):
1. Online
2. By telephone – 1-800-959-5525
3. Via mail/fax to your local tax centre.

You’ll find detailed instructions on how to register for a GST/HST account on the CRA’s Register for a 
GST/HST Account web page.

4. Sign up for a CRA My Account. This online portal allows users to access a great deal of personal
tax information including past returns and benefit payments. You can also update your address or
make adjustments to previous years’ returns quickly and easily all in one spot.

5. Research tax saving opportunities. RRSPs, for example, can lower your tax payable and build up
your retirement nest egg. Leasing a vehicle instead of owning could also have some advantages
come tax time.

6. Don't forgot to claim your TurboTax and QuickBooks cost! Our software can be a tax-deductible
expense. Remember to keep your receipts

What the CRA Requires

Ride-share partners/drivers are required to:
• Register for a GST/HST number
• Charge and collect GST/HST
• Report and remit GST/HST collected on your ride-sharing fares

These requirements apply no matter how much income you earn from ride-sharing. All fares 
charged by a ride-share partner/driver are subject to GST/HST. 

Please note that If you are a delivery partner only (i.e. you are not a ride-share partner), you should 
verify if you qualify as a small supplier or if you are required to register for a GST/HST number. If you 
are both a delivery partner and a ride-share partner, you should verify if you qualify as a small 
supplier in respect to Uber Eats related deliveries.

A Guide to GST/HST
Ride-share partners/drivers are included in the definition of “taxi business” for GST/HST purposes. This 
means that as an Uber Partner, you are now subject to the same GST/HST regulations as taxi operators. 
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If you’re already registered for a GST/HST account for your ride-share income, you don’t need to 
register again. If you already have a GST/HST account for another type of business, you may need to 
make updates to your Business Account. You can contact Canada Revenue Agency (CRA) directly to 
find out what changes may be required. 

Choose a Preferred Reporting Period

When you set up your GST/HST account with the CRA, you’ll need to choose a reporting period. 
Your reporting period determines how many times a year you’ll need to file a GST/HST return. The 
default reporting period for ride-share partners/drivers is annual, although quarterly and monthly 
options are available, depending on your gross annual income.

Each reporting period has its advantages and disadvantages. If you choose the annual reporting 
method, you’ll typically submit your GST/HST return when you file your personal tax return which is 
due on April 30th. It’s important to remember that even though your tax return is due June 15th 
because you’re self-employed, if you have tax owing, you’ll need to pay your taxes by April 30th.

Knowing How Much GST/HST to Charge

The amount of GST/HST you need to charge and collect on fares varies by province. For example, 
the GST/HST rate in Ontario is 13%. The current list of provincial GST/HST rates can be found on 
CRA’s Charge the GST/HST page.

Note that Uber automatically collects HST on your fares and this information can be found on your 
Annual Tax Summary.

Calculating Your GST/HST Remittance Amounts

How you calculate the amount of GST/HST to pay to the CRA depends on the accounting method 
you choose. You’ll find details on both the Regular Method and the Quick Method on our Accounting 
Methods for Ride-Share GST/HST page.

How to File a GST/HST Return

There are a few options you can choose from when filing with the CRA:
1. File online using the GST/HST NETFILE or the My Business Account portal with the Canada

Revenue Agency My Business Account
2. File in person (along with remittance payment) at participating banks and financial institutions
3. File by mail to the address on the return.
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When you choose the Regular Method, the GST/HST paid on your business-related supplies can
be used as an ITC (Input Tax Credit). These amounts get deducted from the total GST/HST you
collect on fares during the reporting period. The resulting amount is the net tax due for the
reporting period.

Example:
An Uber partner/driver in Ontario has total (gross) fares during the reporting period of $10,000.
The GST/HST rate in Ontario is 13%, so $1,300 was charged and collected from riders during
the reporting period. After reviewing receipts, the partner/driver calculates he paid $300 in
GST/HST on ride-share expenses for gas, vehicle lease, registration fees, and car washes.

The total net tax due for the GST/HST reporting period is $1,000. These figures are reported on
the GST/HST return and $1,000 must be remitted.
$1,300 – $300 = $1,000

Accounting Methods for Ride-Share GST/HST

When calculating the net tax due for your GST/HST return, there are two accounting methods that 
you can choose from. The Regular Method or the Quick Method.

1. The Regular Method
As an Uber Partner, you will need to pay GST/HST on a number of expenses you have while
operating your business. These expenses include: gas, vehicle maintenance & repairs and
vehicle leases.

2. The Quick Method
Using the Quick Method claims no specific ITCs and is calculated based on “total taxable
supplies” (For Uber partners/drivers, total taxable supplies are the total amount of gross fares.)
So, the payment rate applied is lower than the GST/HST charged and collected by the
partner/driver.

Because the rate of GST/HST charged varies by province, so do the Quick Method rates.
Ontario, for example, has a Quick Method rate of 8.8%. The Quick Method rate in Alberta is
3.6%. All provincial Quick Method rates can be found on CRA’s Quick Method Rates page.

Example:
A ride-share partner/driver in Ontario has total (gross) fares during the reporting period of 
$10,000. The GST/HST rate in Ontario is 13%, so $1,300 was charged and collected during the 
reporting period. Using the Quick Method rate for Ontario of 8.8%, the partner/driver is 
required to remit net tax of $994.40.
($10,000 + $1,300) X .088 = $994.40
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Knowing Which Accounting Method to Choose

The Quick Method requires less math and overall paperwork. But, if you’re an Uber Partner/driver 
with high expenses, it may be beneficial to use the Regular Method to claim each ITC. Keeping track 
of your expense receipts and calculating these costs will assist you in choosing the right accounting 
method for your needs. 

Tracking Sales Tax Made Easy

Avoid undesirable tax time surprises with QuickBooks Self-Employed. When it comes to tax rates 
worldwide, we do things by the numbers, so you always know exactly where you stand and how 
much Sales Tax you owe. 

With the Sales Tax feature in QuickBooks Self-Employed, you can  track and account for the 
collection and payment of GST, PST and HST to ensure you always know exactly where you stand 
and how much you’ll owe come tax time. Simply select ‘include sales tax’ when reviewing a 
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Q: Will I have to pay tax? 

A: Everyone’s tax situation is unique and there are many factors that determine whether or not 
you’ll receive a refund or have a balance owing to the CRA. TurboTax can help guide you step by 
step through your taxes and help you find every tax deduction you deserve. As you enter 
deductions into TurboTax, you'll instantly see their impact on your refund or tax owed. No 
surprises, no waiting until you’re done. It’s real-time information on the status of your refund. 

Q: Do I need a T4?

A: As an independent contractor, Form T2125 is used to report your income and expenses as an 
independent contractor. If you received other employment income, you may receive a T4 from 
those employers. 

Q: What support options does TurboTax offer to help me get my taxes done right?

A: Doing self-employment taxes with help and guidance makes it so much easier! TurboTax 
Self-Employed has two options designed to give you unlimited access to live tax experts to 
answer all your questions, review your tax return, or even do your taxes completely for you. 
To review the full range of self-employed solutions, visit www.turbotax.ca/uber

Frequently Asked Questions



*Based on TY17 CA subscribers that have identified >$10k in income and >$0 in business expenses. ** Offer available to Uber Partners. Receive up to 40% off the list price when you 
purchase TurboTax Self-Employed products between February 1, 2020 and December 31, 2020 from www.turbotax.ca/uber. Terms, conditions, features, availability, pricing, fees, 
service and support options subject to change without notice.
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